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Thomas Gibbons
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Dear Thomas

Thank you for your letter of 6 June 2023, on behalf of Colin Jones, regarding his concerns
about the Hamilton City Council (the Council).

| appreciate your client’s concern. The Local Government Act 2002 (the Act) does give the
Minister of Local Government powers to intervene in some circumstances. However, the Act
sets a high threshold for intervention by the Minister to be considered. There must be
significant or persistent mismanagement or failure of governance on the part of a local
authority. This is to preserve local authorities’ primary accountability to their ratepayers and
communities.

I encourage Mr Jones to engage with the Council directly to address his concerns. Contact
information can be found at: www.hamilton.govt.nz/contact-us. At the beginning of each
council or committee meeting, up to 30 minutes is available for the public to present on a
matter that is on the meeting’s agenda. More information on speaking at meetings can be
found at www.hamilton.govt.nz/your/council/meetings/speaking-at-meetings-and-presenting-

petitions.

If he has not done so already, he can also raise his concerns with the councillors. It is
important that they are aware of people’s views in their decision-making. Contact information
can be found at www.hamilton.govt.nz/your-council/mayor-and-councilors.

Mr Jones may also be aware that the Office of the Controller and Auditor General routinely
audits the performance and financial management of local authorities. These reports are
tabled in the House of Representatives and referred to the Governance and Administration
Committee for further consideration. Mr Jones can find information about these reports at
www.oag.parliament.nz and www.parliament.nz.

Thank you again for writing.

Yours sincerely,

Hon Kieran McAnulty
Minister of Local Government
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