Thomas Gibbons Law

Property - Resource Management - Unit Titles
2 October 2023

Hon Kieran McNulty

Minister of Local Government
Parliament Buildings
Wellington

By email: k.mcanulty@ministers.govt.nz

Dear Minister

Concerns — Hamilton City Council

1. | act for Mr Colin Jones, and refer to your letter dated 7 August 2023 (received 8 August
2023), in response to my letter of 6 June 2023.

2. In respect of the content of your letter:
a. Mr Jones understands there is a high threshold for Ministerial intervention in local
government.
b. The letter of 6 June was sent to you because Mr Jones has already engaged with

Hamilton City Council (HCC), and has not received satisfactory responses to his
concerns. Suggesting that Mr Jones engage directly with HCC via Council meetings,
committee members, or with elected members, is, with respect, unhelpful.

c. Mr Jones has also already engaged with the Office of the Auditor-General.

3. As outlined in the letter of 6 June, Mr Jones has a range of concerns, which touch on issues
including asset valuations, asset depreciation, the implementation of the NPS-UD,
development contributions, infrastructure constraints, financial constraints, and other
matters. In his view, these issues warrant a holistic approach, rather than a series of isolated
approaches to disparate bureaucracies of limited scope.

4. Mr Jones therefore looks forward to a more substantive response.
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